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Provincial Speaks Editorial

As consecrated Religious, we offer our life 
to God to bring the light of Christ where 
the darkness is the most impenetrable;   
and we offer our service to God as 
Religious to spread the message of Hope 

where discouragement reigns. This is what ‘gift of 
oneself to God’ means. This is exactly what the Life       
of Christ radiates. The more our union with Christ is 
intimate through a life of prayer, the more fruitful           
will our work be. 

The unit-level activities, recorded in our Province 
Newsletter, are a source of encouragement, and may 
God be praised for the same. Kudos to all our 
Confreres! As religious, we should continue to give our 
best, and thus become more relevant in our response to 
the needs of the time. To this effect, we should have a 
proper understanding of the challenges and 
opportunities that await the religious in this real world. 

Rev. Antonio M. Pernia svd, in his seminar: Challenges 
to and the Opportunities for Religious Life arising from 
the World and the Church of Today, says: “… a certain 
kind of ‘disorder’ replaces order, and in a certain sense, 
religious orders become ‘religious disorders.” If we 
don’t become relevant in our society, then our religious 
order can become a religious disorder and we can 
become irrelevant to the society. 

As Religious, our ‘Yes’ to the Call of Christ in Holy 
Cross, is not a one-time discernment. We continue to 
allow the Lord to prune ourselves to be faithful and 
committed to his Divine Call. Our impending chapter 
with its theme: Together Towards Holiness, is one such 
huge opportunity for us {both as individuals & as 
Community} to discern our ministerial, community and 
personal life in the light of the Gospel and the Charism 
of our Founder Bld. Basil Moreau. This indeed will 
enable us to be a relevant and effective religious in    
Holy Cross.

Best wishes and May God Bless You.

A travel agent looked up from his desk to see 

an older lady and an older gentleman gazing 

through the shop-window at the posters, 

showing the glamorous destinations around 

the world. The agent had had a good week, and 

the dejected couple looking through the window gave him a 

feeling of generosity. Inviting them into his shop, he said:         

"I have a surprise for you. I am sending you off to a fabulous 

resort at my expense, and I won't take no for an answer."               

He took them inside and asked his secretary to write two 

flight-tickets and book a room in a five star hotel.                        

The senior-citizens gladly accepted the offer, and were on 

their way. About a month later, the little lady came in to his 

shop. "… and how did you like your holiday?" the agent 

asked eagerly. "The flight-trip was exciting and the room was 

lovely," she said. "I've come to thank you. But, one thing 

puzzled me. Who was that old guy I had to share the           

room with?" 

In all our goodness and with all our good-will, we are busy 

24x7, doing things that demand of us. Yet the underlying 

challenge for us is to uncover the awareness of what we do 

and why we do it? If we don’t have the priority to identify or 

to know what we do and why we do it, then there is a lurking 

danger of travelling in wrong direction or accomplishing the 

wrong things. What good will it be for someone to gain the 

whole world, yet forfeit his soul? - Mt. 16:26. There’s 

nothing sadder than to see someone in his late 70s, looking 

back regrettably because he pursued the wrong target.         

In the words of Calvin: As long as we do not look beyond the 

earth, being quite content with our own righteousness, 

wisdom, and virtue, we flatter ourselves most sweetly, and 

fancy ourselves all but demigods - Institutes 1.1.1.

St. Paul reminds us in Gal. 6:4 that “each one must examine 

his own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in 

regard to himself alone, and not in regard to another.” We 

thank and praise God for all the good that we accomplish as 

Holy Cross North East Province, which is reflected well in 

our Newsletter. Yet consistently let us ask ourselves: Do all 

these promote Love of God and Love of Neighbour {the 2-

in-1 greatest commandment our Lord gave us}? 
Rev. J. Sahaya Lourdu Raj csc
Chief Editor

Rev. Robert Mathias csc
Provincial Superior
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First ever Eucharistic Procession: 
The newly established Holy Cross Parish-Mawpat, 
organized the Annual Eucharistic Procession for the first 
time, on 4th Feb.’18 at Wahkaji village. As a preparation 
for this spiritual-event, a triduum of prayer-services with 
preaching was organized in the evenings at the venue, 
prior to the day-proper. Different sub-centres {namely: 
Nongtynniaw, Mawpat & Umsaw} took up the task, to 
this effect. They indeed deserve our grateful appreciation 
for leading the faithful into praying and preaching.

Fr. Anselm was the Main Celebrant. Fr. Roy {PP},                
Fr. John PKC {Asst. PP} and Fr. Elinking were the 
concelebrants. FMA Sisters from the Mother-Parish 
{Rangblang} were also present. There were about one 
thousand faithful from different villages of the parish and 
few from outside the parish. During the Eucharistic 
celebration, 40 children received the First Communion. 
The Choir from Phrangdiloin village led the faithful into a 
meaningful celebration with their melodious singing. The 
Band from Nongstoin parish under the leadership of Bro. 
Pascal SDB, made the Eucharistic procession majestic. 
Fr. Elinking shared his personal God-Experience during 
the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

There are about 40 Catholic families in Wahkaji sub-
centre with about 250 baptized members. The faithful of 
this village worked hard for this important event; and it is 
because of their committed hard work, the Eucharistic 
procession was glorious. Our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to all the faithful at Wahkaji for their 
enthusiasm and generosity. The Sisters from Auxillium 
convent decorated the whole stage and the altar 
beautifully with the help of the youth and the altar servers 
from Mawpat. The light and sound system was 
exceptionally good because of the expertise of Mr. 
Phridolin Marwein. Hearty congratulations to the Parish 
Council members and to all who had contributed their 
best to this sacred event. God bless Holy Cross Parish-
Mawpat. Alleluia.

Children’s Retreat:
The 1st Annual Retreat for the Children was held from 12-
14 Jan.’18 at Holy Cross Church, Mawpat. About 160 
children from different sub-centres attended the retreat. 
The children were grouped according to their age, and 
were given special attention on their faith formation.  

Youth Retreat:
The First Annual Youth Retreat was held from 29 
September to 1 October, 2017. About 50 youth attended 
the retreat. The retreat was guided by a group of youth 
from Shillong. The retreat strengthened and renewed the 
youth spiritually to be more active and dedicated in their 
service to the Church and to the people.

- Holy Cross Observer

HOLY CROSS PARISH - MAWPAT

Priestly Ordination:
D’con Bilingshar’s Ordination to Priesthood took place as 
scheduled on 7th April 2018 at the Mary Help of Christians 
Cathedral Church - Shillong at 1.30 pm. A total of 42 
priests graced the occasion. From our Province, 25 priests, 
2 scholastics, 25 candidates from Sumer, and Holy Cross 
Sisters with their candidates, witnessed the Ordination 
Ceremony. A mini-bus load of Ordinand’s relatives 
emotionally and joyfully participated in the solemn 
priestly activity. Most Rev. Dominic Jala {Arch-bishop: 
Shillong} conferred the grace of priesthood on D’con 
Bilingshar in the presence of hundreds of faithful. After the 
Ordination Eucharist, all the faithful were provided with 
tea and snacks {by the Cathedral Administration}. 

Felicitation Program: 
A felicitation program, exclusively organized for               
Fr. Bilingshar csc, was held in MIIT-Hall, Brookdene. 
With a grateful heart to Almighty God, our confreres, 
scholastics, candidates and relatives joyfully felicitated 
the New Priest in words and actions. It was a short & sweet 
program.

First Eucharist:
It was 8th April 2018. 
T h e  D i v i n e  M e r c y 
Sunday was marked by 
t h e  S o l e m n  F i r s t 
Eucharist of our New 
Priest Fr. Bilingshar csc 
at Christ the King Church 
in his native village 
Wa h s o h l a i t ,  u n d e r 

Wahlang Parish of Shillong Archdiocese. 16 priests 
{including 12 CSCs}, many sisters, around 700 faithful 
joyfully participated in the First Eucharist presided over 
by our confrere Bilingshar. The lively presence and full 
involvement of the Parish Fathers {PP & Asst. PP} added 
quality to the Liturgical Celebration. The Eucharist was 
followed by an hour long cultural program in which even 
senior women actively involved. No one went away with 
empty-stomach, as everyone shared the joy of the 
Ordination with a family-meal {Lunch} in the house of the 
newly-ordained. 

- Chronicler

FROM D’CON BILINGSHAR TO FR. BILINGSHAR 
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- Fr. Sahaya Lourdhu Raj csc 

The WAVES on behalf of the Province Membership 
congratulates Rev. Dr. Pinto Paul csc on the successful 
completion of his Ph.D. He has successfully defended his 
thesis on the title: The Leadership of Principals and their 
Influence on Students, learning in Public and Private 
Schools in Tripura, India.

The abstract of his work:
Previous studies of leadership have shown that principal-
leadership is the single most influential factor in student-
learning, next to classroom teaching. They provided 
information that can be used for creating, supporting and 
sustaining principal-leadership practices to increase 
student-learning. This study identifies the factors and 
conditions that influence the leadership practices of 
principals, the various ways principals say that they 
influence student-learning, and the challenges they face in 
helping others to improve student-learning in Tripura - 
Northeast India. These data were drawn from open-ended 
questions used in an in-depth face-to-face interviews with 
six public school principals and a focus group interview 
with teachers {21 in all} and from observations in the 
classrooms of some of the same schools. Data were also 
drawn from a focus-group with principals of six private 
schools and an in-depth face-to-face interview with two 
teachers individually in one of these private schools. The 
following five themes emerged: Vision, Leadership-style, 
Expectations, Efforts and Challenges. 

Further analysis found:
Ÿ That although the principals articulated a vision for 

their schools, the implementation of this vision was not 
observed in the classrooms. 

Ÿ That although the principals claimed to be democratic 
in their leadership-style and the teachers, queried 
separately, supported their claims; other evidence from 
both principals and teachers indicated that many 
teachers were not involved. 

Ÿ That although principals expected teachers to use 
interactive teaching methods, the teachers were limited 
by lack of space, teaching materials and training. 

Ÿ That although the principals are making efforts to 
extend the influence of their knowledge, they are 
challenged by the culture, government mandates, and 

lack of resources. 
Ÿ That although all principals identified challenges they 

faced when making efforts to implement their visions, 
some principals and teachers reported ways to work 
with these challenges. 

Considering these findings and drawing from the 
literature reviewed, this study recommends building on 
the identified efforts to address the challenges in order to 
meet the educational needs of the students in Northeast 
India by meeting the standards presented in government 
and professional documents.  

SCC training and SCC 
Day was celebrated in 
kumarghat Parish from 
13th to 15th April 2018 to 
s t r e n g t h e n  S C C s  i n 
kumarghat. SCC training 
w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  b y 

honouring the Bible as it was carried in procession and by 
sharing the Word of God.    It was followed by the 
lighting of the candles by the Fathers, Sisters and leaders 
of the SCCs in the Parish on 13th evening at 6:30. After 
the inauguration there was a presentation of reports of 
SCC activities from different mondolies of the Parish.

Training began on 14th at 8:30 a.m. The resource person 
was Rev. Lancy D’souza CSC, the SCC Secretary of 
Agartala Diocese, who was assisted by Mr. Piangluma 
Darlong the Parish SCC Secretary of Katalcherra Parish. 
The topics dealt with were, the meaning of SCC, the need 
of SCC, and the functions of SCC in the parish. The 
resource person motivated all the 62 participants by 
creating deeper understanding of SCC. During the last 
session there was an action plan at village levels and zonal 
level of the Parish to invigorate SCCs in the Parish.

The SCC Day was celebrated on the 15th of April with 
Eucharistic celebration at 10 a.m. We were blessed to 
have Most. Rev. Bishop Lumen Monteiro CSC with us.  It 
was concelebrated by Rev. Lancy D’souza CSC, the VG 
of the diocese, Rev. Fr. Arul CSC and Rev. Fr. Aneesh 
Mathew CSC.  All the SCC leaders were present for the 
Eucharist. Bishop through his homily encouraged the 
SCC leaders to experience Jesus by meditating His Word 
and proclaiming Jesus to others. At the end of the 
Eucharist, Bishop commissioned the Leaders to Preach 
the Good news through SCCs.

After the Mass Mr. Vandinga, the parish SCC Secretary 
thanked all, for their valuable presence and contribution 
to make SCC day and the training fruitful and colourful. 
Finally SCC day ended with a fellowship meal.

SCC TRAINING CUM SCC DAY IN KUMARGHAT PARISH

Congratulations to Rev. Dr. Pinto Paul csc 

- Bro. Amalraj
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World Women's Day: 

As our planet celebrated the World Women's Day, 
Kathalcherra Parish too took an initiative to be part of the 
world wide celebration of Women’s Day. Parish Maria 
Sango provided the leadership in honouring our women on 
this day at Nepalthilla sub-centre.  Sr. Suman BS took a 
leading-role in animating the Maria Sango. Rev. Lancy 
D'Souza {Parish Priest} presided over the Holy Eucharist, 
and Sr. Philomina SC {Panisagar} was the main resource 
person.  She developed her inputs on the theme: Holy and 
Healthy Family. Around 80 participants from all our sub-
centres benefitted from the celebration. A community meal 
brought the day to a conclusion. 

24-hour Adoration: 
As a preparation for the Easter, our parishioners had a            
24-hr Adoration at the Parish center.  It got started on 22nd 
Mar.’18 at 9 am, and ended with the Holy Eucharist at      
10 on 23rd morning. Every sub-centre and each of the 
parish associations was allotted a period of time for 
worshiping the Eucharistic Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
The response from the faithful was very positive. A 
number of faithful turned to the mercy of the Lord as they 
approached the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

On 07-05-2017, I {the undersigned} 

was installed as Parish Priest of St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral Church, 
Agartala. I am going to complete 
one year and it had been a 
h u m b l i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g 

experience. Thanks to all of you {my confreres who minister 

under Cathedral Parish}, for your timely and generous 
support to me, as and when I needed. Parishioners easily 
accommodated me and through various means I tried to 
reach out to them. We have various activities running in the 
parish like Retreats, Sessions, Maria Sango, Youth 
Activities, Prayer Groups, SCC and House Visits. Still the 
Church maintenance works are going on, yet building the 
Parish Community has been my priority and I am making a 
good breakthrough in it.  Continue to keep me in your 
prayerful support. 

Sports Day: 
Holy Cross School at Kathalcherra had its Annual Sports 
Week in Feb.’18 {20-24}.  Shri. Prawin Kumar 
{Commandant: BSF 3rd battalion-Birasimile} was the 
Chief guest, and Shri. Jacob Koshi {Asst. Commandant: 
of the same} was the Guest of Honour. Rev. Lancy 
D'Souza csc {Secretary: Holy School-Kathalcherra} 
hoisted the school-flag for the sports day. 

Chief Guest vividly recalled to his mind the service of 
Holy Cross in Tripura, and the other Missionaries in the 
other parts of India. He acknowledged: the missionaries 
have helped India to grow in Educational and Medical 
fields. He truly appreciated the teachers for their service 
to the students and to the State of Tripura. The wonderful 
display of the Sports-Discipline and sportsman spirit was 
the highlight of the event.  The sports-week came to a 
conclusion on 24th Feb. as Shri. Justin Joseph {SPDO: 
Manu} lowered the school-flag.
                         
First Holy Communion: 

4th Mar.’18 was the Day of First Holy Communion for 
our parish children. The entire parish community 
witnessed 72 of their children receiving Jesus for the first 
time. The grace-filled day was blessed by the presence of 
Rev. Lancy D'Souza csc, Rev. C V Jose csc, Rev. Gabriel 
Darlong csc & Rev. Ajith Philip csc. After the celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist, the new communicants were 
honoured with a certificate each. The parish community 
provided them with tiffin. Kudos and thanks to Sr. Suman 
BS, Mrs. Sobha Sangma & Mrs. Elizabeth Darlong, for 
their generous service towards preparing these little-ones 
to receive Jesus in their hearts. 

GOOD SHEPHERD PARISH - KATHALCHERRA

- Chronicler {Kathalcherra Mission}.

St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Church, Agartala

- Rev. J. Sahaya Lourdu Raj csc
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- John Nongphud {House Beadle: SAMS}

Musings from SAMS - B’nagar

Like any other season of the year, Holy Cross community 
at SAMS-B’nagar, within the last three months, witnessed 
a number of community celebrations and cultural 
extravaganzas. We celebrated the uniqueness of our own 
cultures as the day marked the festivity of Pongal, Lohri, 
Makasakranti on 14th Jan.’18. Through the celebration we 
learnt to respect and appreciate the diversity of cultures in 
our community. The colorful dances, singing of regional 
songs and multi-ethnic food items made the day more 
eventful.

On 11th Jan.’18, as a community, 
we commemorated the Birth 
Anniversary of our Founder Bld. 
Basil Moreau. On this day we had a 
meaningful Eucharist which was 
followed by candle procession 

towards the Moreau- Park in honor of the protagonist. 

From 25 - 28 Feb.’18, we celebrated our {once a year 
event} Community Day, on the theme: Not I, but We. The 
very purpose of such celebration is to unveil the richness 
o f  c o m m u n i t y - l i v i n g ,  t o  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e 

the community-spirit, and to strengthen the spirit of 
solidarity in the community. These three days of 
community activities {with a competitive-spirit} revived 
our belongingness to Holy Cross. We are closer to Holy 
Cross now than ever before. 

The Mega Spiritual Event 
of the season was the 
celebration of the Holy 
Week, which began with 
the prayerful Recollection 
animated by Rev. Bennet. 
On Good Friday, under the 
guidance of Rev. Kanikkai 

Charismatic Retreat: 

St. Mary’s Parish - Tuikarmaw, organised a two-day 
Charismatic Retreat {23-24 Mar.’18} for the 
parishioners. The faithful from all our sub-centres 
attended the retreat and experienced God’s blessings. It 
was a prayerful-experience for the people to get in touch 
with their inner self and the love of God. Fr. Abraham VC 
{the main preacher}, prepared the faithful well through 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation and the Eucharist, to 
enter into the Holy week. Having renewed their life and 
revived their faith, our parishioners happily entered into 
the Holy Week for a meaningful participation.

Holy Week Celebrations: 

The Holy Week Liturgical Celebrations were organised in 
4 zones of the parish. Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday liturgies were 
meaningfully celebrated and a large number of faithful 
took part in the Holy Week Triduum. Most Rev. Lumen 
Monteiro csc {Bishop: Agartala Diocese}, took up the 
entire Holy Week celebration in one of the zones. It was 
indeed a blessing for his ‘sheep’.  The presence of the 
Shepherd in our parish during the Holy Week doubled the 
joy of the faithful at large. 

ST. MARY’S PARISH - TUIKARMAW

csc {Director: SAMS-B’nagar}, a meaningful display of 
the Stations of the Cross was done by the candidates in  St. 
Joseph Church, Lefunga. The celebration of the Easter-
vigil was illuminating as the faithful participated with 
gusto. The Choir {led by our candidates} added beauty 
and life to the Liturgy. A large number of faithful from and 
around Lefunga, incalculably benefitted from the Easter 
Triduum celebrations.

In addition:

We have started a massive plantation of tapioca in our 
campus. In SAMS, we are always blessed with many 
opportunities to learn and to give. Kudos to the energetic 
formators for their constructive guidance and directions.

- Chronicler
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Investiture Ceremony & Farewell: 
Notre Dame Holy Cross School had its investiture 
ceremony for the new Academic Year, along with the fare-
well program for Class-X students, on 26th Feb.’18. Our 
school has got changed into CBSE board. Rev. Agi Paul 
csc {Principal: Notre Dame Holy Cross School-
Moharpara} welcomed the Chief Guest Mr. Baby Joseph 
{DIG-BSF} and requested him to invest the School 
Captains with the badges and the sashes. The Animators 
of different houses adorned the respective House 
Captains with the sashes, and the Class Teachers endowed 
the Class Leaders with the badges. After  the Oath taking 
ceremony, the Students’ Council  pledged themselves to 
keep alive the hopes and aspirations of Notre Dame Holy 
Cross School-Moharpara. It was followed by bidding 
Farewell to Class - X students on completion of their 
school-life, recognizing their contribution to the school. 

Mr. Baby Joseph {Chief Guest}, speaking on the 
occasion, congratulated the newly appointed Student 
Council, and wished very best to the outgoing students. 
He urged the student-community to work hard in order to 
be successful in the society.  The whole function was 
marked by variety entertainment program and 
exchanging of gift.  

Youth Program: 
11th Mar.’18 marked the gathering of the Parish Youth at 
Singlwng in preparation for the Holy Week & Easter. 
Around 50 Youth participated in the whole day program. 

Rev. Arbok Lyngdoh Lyngkhoi csc {Parish Youth 
Animator} lively accompanied the youth through various 
activities {such as Bible talk, Action Songs, Group 
Discussion, etc.}. The Program ended with a sumptuous 
meal, and the youth were once again made feel 
empowered and strengthened to commit themselves to 
the mission of the Church.

Lenten Preparation: 
Under the guidance and leadership of Rev. Paul C.R csc 
{Parish Priest: Moharpara}, the parishioners of 
Moharpara were well prepared for the Easter throughout 
the Lent.  Along with Rev. Arbok Lyngdoh Lyngkhoi csc 
{Assistant Priest in the Parish}, the Parish Priest 
conducted a 28-day Lenten Preparation Program in every 
Village Motha, where the faithful gathered for the Praise & 
Worship Service in the exposed-presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament, adoring the Lord from 5.00 to 8.30 pm. The 
holy-hours included Biblical Talk, Instruction on the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and the need of Praise & 
Worship services. The priests administered the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, and later many inner-healing 
experiences were reported. It was a personal initiative 
from the priests of the parish to ensure the faithful, prepare 
well in advance, for the meaningful celebration of the great 
feast of Easter. 

- Holy Cross Observer

MOHARPARA MISSION

A Renewal Session was organized at MIIT-Shillong for 
the Junior Priests from 4th morning to 7th noon April 
2018. Out of 17 expected participants, 15 of them 
benefitted from the Session. Confreres Pappy Valan and 
A r o c k i a s a m y  c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  s a m e .                   
Rev. M C Abraham csc {Director-MIIT} was the sole 
Resource Person, who personally accompanied them 
through the renewal-days. In spite of his ill-health, he 
was committed to his task. Fr. Simon Fernandes csc 
{Superior: Holy Cross, Brookdene} was all in all in 
accommodating them and taking care of their            
every need. 

The Provincial Administration gratefully acknowledges 
the committed & joyful service of our confreres MC 
Abraham & Simon F towards the wellbeing of our 
young-priests. We pray that this Renewal Session may 
be a reminder and an inspiration for the Junior Priests of 
our Province to walk the talk, as they resume their 
ministry back in their respective Mission Centres.  

Renewal Session: Junior Priests

- Rev. Arbok Lyngdoh Lyngkhoi csc
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Spiritual Fest - Youth 
Awake: A special program 
titled: Spiritual Fest - Youth 
awake was organized by 
Holy Cross College {Xavier 
Board Uni t} ,  and was 
conducted by Jesus Youth 
Team, Shillong, from 26 to 

28 Jan.’18. Rev. Emmanuel K csc {Principal: Holy Cross 
College - Agt} welcomed the 6 Resource persons {from 
Shillong} and around 100 participants {including the 
students from St. Andre Higher Secondary School - 
B’nagar} to the Spiritual Fest. Indeed, these 3 days were 
reflective cum inspirational days where we felt God’s love 
in the depths of our hearts. In fact, we had many Blessed-
moments these days as we stayed together doing many 
things in common: praying, sharing reflections, learning, 
reading Bible, laughing, and the like. Drawing inspiration 
from the biblical David, we even sang and danced together 
for the glory of God, in ecstasy. These days of spiritual 
activities helped us to glance through our own lives: how 
much God loves us and has blessed us. Each of us shared 
our personal experience of God’s love. The resource 
persons prepared us to meaningfully approach the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, so as to personally 
experience the merciful love of God. The qualities of 
leadership provided us by our friends from Shillong, 
thoroughly challenged us to imitate the same. Each one 
felt the powerful presence of God within us {which we had 
often ignored}. Recharged, revived and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit, all returned home, praising God, for He had 
done marvels in our lives.

TEJAS: College Fest was 
organized on 7th Apr.’18 as 
a  g r ea t  even t  fo r  t he 
collegians here. This year, 
the group conducted a social 
a w a r e n e s s  p r o g r a m : 
Prayaas  {Road Safety 
Awareness Programme}. The culmination of the TEJAS 
was the Mega-Nite {Cultural Programs, Fashion show, 
Band, DJ etc.} on 7th April. The Chief Guest of the 
program was Shri. Ratan Lal Nath {Minister: Education - 
Govt. of Tripura}; Special Guest was Shri. Krishnadhan 
Das {Local MLA} and the Guests of honour were Shri. H 
K Lohia {IPS, IG, BSF} & Sr. Angela FSM {Provincial: 
Bangalore Province}. They were delighted to be part of 
this Mega-Event of Holy Cross College and appreciated 
the great contribution of the Congregation of Holy Cross 
to the State of Tripura with regards to educational and 
higher educational endeavors. The campus was filled with 
students, faculty members and their loved ones. 

We too had various other programs and events organized 
in view of TEJAS which included Blood Donation Camp, 
Women's Self Defense, Cloth Donation Drive, Sports 

HOLY CROSS COLLEGE - AGARTALA
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- Sr. Monica Kamei, BS & Payel Ghosh.

One day Seminar on Mathematics: 
One day seminar for all the Maths Teachers, on 
Mathematics was organized at Andre Home-Agartala, on 
10th Feb.’18, by Holy Cross Educational Foundation, in 
collaboration with S. Chand Publishing Company. The 
Resource Person, Mrs. Kakali Bagchi {a mathematics 
expert}, not only dealt with different methods of teaching 
Mathematics but also introduced many innovative and 
interesting ways of teaching Mathematics. 41 teachers, 
from our schools in Tripura, participated in the 1-day 
seminar. The teachers who participated in the seminar 
appreciated it and affirmed its usefulness.

Competitions, Cultural Competitions, Painting 
Competitions, Debate, Quiz competition & Extempore 
Speech. The event was coordinated by Sri. Subhajit Paul 
and Sri Ravi Kumar Singh.

HCEF - AGARTALA
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Feminine branches of Holy Cross Tree - IFeminine branches of Holy Cross Tree - I

Family Background:

Rev. Fr. Thomas Thengumpally 
csc was born on 13th May 1939 
at Motholapuram of Kottayam 
Dt., Kerala in Thengumpally 
family. He is the 7th among 9 
s ib l ings .  His  pa ren t s  a re                  
Mr. Varkey and Mrs. Anna. The 
ent ire  family migrated to 
Malabar region and settled in a 
vi l lage cal led Nileswaram {Kozhikode Dt.}.                      
He completed his school education at Sacred Heart High 
School, Thiruvampadi. While at mission Home, Palai, he 
met Fr. Maclure, csc who was on a recruitment tour to 
Kerala. He reached Yercaud along with him in 1959. After 
completing the Novitiate, he took his First Vows in 1961. 
After a year of Philosophy in Yercaud,  he proceeded to 
St. Peter’s Pontifical Seminary, {Bangalore} and from 
there to Pune to complete the rest of the required priestly 
studies. He was ordained as priest on 24th Sept. 1967.

Mission Life: Drilling new ground at Kumarghat:

Upon reaching Tripura in the year 1968, and being in 
Mariamnagar Parish as an assistant priest, he gave 
priority to language studies and to get used to the Mission 
Life. His first main assignment was to assist Fr. Thomas 
Fortin csc in opening a mission-center in Kumarghat.     
In 1968, being at Mariamnagar, both of them took steps to 
buy a plot of land for the mission purpose from Mr. Gopal 
Ghosh of Kailashsagar in Kumarghat. Later many more 
small plots were added to it. In December 1969, Fr. 
Thomas Fortin csc and Fr. Thomas T csc began to stay in a 
small house built with bamboo and grass roof in 
Kumarghat. Thus temporary priests’ residence was ready. 
In 1969, Bishop Denzil D’Souza erected the parish of 
Kumarghat, and Fr. Thomas Louis Fortin csc was the first 
priest-in-charge assisted by Fr. Thomas T csc. 

In 1972, Fr. Thomas T became the parish priest of 
Kumarghat and the same year Boys’ Boarding was 
opened to help the students who came from village-
schools to pursue their studies in the nearby Govt. Bengla 
medium schools. At the request of some guardians, Girls’ 
Boarding also was opened in 1978. A few girls were 
accommodated so that they too could pursue their studies. 
A few committed local women looked after the boarding 
girls.  Fr. Thomas T csc,  was the Parish Priest of 
Kumarghat until Aug. 1980, after which he left for West 
Bengal to take charge of a  center which was offered to 
Holy Cross by the Diocese  of Calcutta. 

He found his village-visits rewarding and spent a lot of 

time in touring villages; and this is how the work of 
evangelization reached interior villages where no one 
dared to enter. He says: Being with the people can bring a 
lot of cheer to oneself and to others. People waited              
and longed to see and experience the presence of the priest 
in their villages. He enjoyed a greater amount of people’s 
support & appreciation which strengthened him to face 
problems & difficulties of Mission Life with courage     
and hope. 

- Confr. Mariaraj csc

- Confr. Binoy John csc

KNOW YOUR CONGREGATIONKNOW YOUR CONFRERE

- Rev. Thomas Thengumpally csc … 1939 - 

To be continued in the next issue...

Some describe Holy Cross as One Tree with Three 
Branches: Congregation of Holy Cross - Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters. Our Founder Bld. Basil Moreau 
founded our Congregation in the model of the Holy 
Family. Accordingly, he entrusted the Priests, 
Brothers and Sisters to the Members of the Holy 
Family: Jesus, Joseph and Mary respectively, calling 
them Salvatorists, Josephites and Marianites. 
However, it is a historical-reality that from the 
Marianites of Holy Cross {France}, two more new-
shoots branched out, namely: The Sisters of the Holy 
Cross {USA} and the Sisters of Holy Cross {Canada}. 

The Holy Cross Sisters who are working with us in our 
Province {Tripura and Meghalaya} are the Sisters of 
the Holy Cross {USA}. Their Titular Feast falls in 
14th Sept. every year {The Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross}; and they celebrate their Congregational Feast 
on 15th Sept. every year {Our Lady of Sorrows} along 
with the other branches of the same tree. It all began on 
30th May 1843, when a handful of Marianites left 
France for Indiana. That was the beginning of the 
growth of a ‘new-stem’ from the same branch. They 
had their First Foundation opened on 16th July 1844 in 
the United States {Bertrand - Michigan}. They 
formally got separated from the Marianites of Holy 
Cross {France}, on 26th July 1869. Landed in 
Bangladesh first, they later branched out to India. 
Bangladesh & India, put together is known as the Area 
of Asia. Sr. Parboti Gomes is the Regional Superior 
residing at Holy Cross Villa - Shillong. In India, there 
are 24 professed Sisters, among whom 19 are Indians, 
4 are missionaries from Bangladesh, and 1 is from 
USA {Sr. Bruno}. They have 2-year Novitiate 
Formation in the States. At present, they have 8 
Novices {4 each}. They suffix themselves with CSC. 
The President of the Sisters of the Holy Cross is        
Sr. M. Veronique {Wiedower}, elected in 2014.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

